Saturday, April 3, 2004
Ezekiel 45:1 - 46:24

Today’s reading is a list of instructions to be passed on to the people by Ezekiel. It is interesting that God still has to direct the princes (rulers) of His people regarding their behavior toward the ones that they are supposed to be leading. 

As human beings we seem to have a special weakness toward the sin of selfishly dominating others when given the opportunity, and those tempted are not only the “princes” of our culture. Most of us are familiar with the term “pecking order” or “climbing the ladder” or “paying our dues”, all of which relate to getting into, or staying in, a position of power over others. Getting into a position of authority can be a very good thing, depending on why we desire it. Is our reason for wanting power to better our own position, income, and influence, or do we desire to use our power, money, and influence to better help others improve their lot? God says that He places individuals in places of respect and influence so that they can care for others who look to them for leadership and help. Gaining positions of greater power, influence, and income is a good desire for Christians to have, but we must be careful to consider not only the enjoyment of advancing in our work, but also the responsibilities that God gives us in the process. 
